


A NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR
Dear all:
 
I am so excited to be welcoming you to the 26th Annual Tulane Environmental Law &  
Policy Summit! Each year the Summit brings environmental law experts and activists together to 
discuss the day’s most pressing challenges. In light of this year’s unique circumstances, we are so 
grateful you decided to join us for two days full of robust conversations surrounding our common 
interest. The Summit team has put in countless hours to bring you an engaging, stimulating, and 
educational experience. While keeping our focus on the law, we are bringing in a wide variety of 
professionals and community members this year to help expand our understanding of environmen-
tal law and policy, bringing in a race-critical focus to the topics we historically explore together.
 
This year, the Summit board collectively decided that the event should turn its gears towards explor-
ing environmental justice as it relates to law and policy. The environmental justice movement began 
in the 1970s when activists brought to light the reality that minority communities disproportionately 
bear the burden of polluting industries. These injustices extend past air pollution to land-use, dis-
placement, and safe water. 

For those who have not lived in this state, Louisiana itself has a long and dark history of environ-
mental injustice. Starting this conversation close to home is crucial. While some strides have been 
made at the federal and agency levels to incorporate justice into environmental policy decisions, 
there has been little change actually seen in these overburdened communities. We must recognize 
whether we benefit from this pattern and the roles we play in this vicious cycle. We must also ques-
tion the practices and organize to dismantle the systems that allow for environmental injustice.  It is 
the duty of both legal and nonlegal individuals to ensure that all voices have access to information 
and are involved in decision-making processes.
 
Now is the time to highlight the diverse voices of environmental and justice innovators. The past 
year has likely been one of the most uncertain and challenging chapters in most of our lives. The 
way we have adapted to remote life will likely change the future landscape of both professional 
careers as well as social lives. Yet we still saw groups unite amidst a pandemic to push for progress 
and equal treatment under the law. As we embark on a new virtual journey at this year’s Summit, 
remember that we can help amplify voices and fight for causes even from our own home. 
 
Haley Gentry
Summit Director 
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

The annual Tulane Summit on Environmental Law & Policy is completely  
student-run and funded by the fundraising efforts of the students involved.  
Each year, the success of the summit is largely due to our incredible  
sponsors and their generosity: 
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While we strive for racial equity, we must not tolerate racism in any form. 
Recognizing Tulane’s complex history is fundamental to being anti-racist; 
as a predominately white institution, the school has struggled historically 
with diversity and continues to serve as a contributor to systems that  
devalue persons of color. We further recognize that the links of  
environmental health and racism cannot be separated. We hope this  
conference helps to open up dialogue and acknowledge that racism exists 
in every corner of economic, social and academic circles. Education is the 
first step in becoming actively anti-racist, but it is only the first step.  
Action must follow. 
 
Summit Executive Board

STATEMENT ON ANTI-RACISM
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER 
COLLETE PICHON BATTLE, ESQ.
The Gulf South is continuously barraged by storms, 
from the natural disasters and effects of climate change 
that batter its shores, infrastructures, and people, to the 
economic and legal disparities that wreak havoc upon 
communities of color and peoples that have long relied 
upon the land to survive. Wading her way through these 
troubled waters is a native of Bayou Liberty, Louisiana, 
Collette Pichon Battle, Esq. 

Battle is the founder and executive director of the Gulf 
Coast Center for Law & Policy (GCCLP). She develops 
programming focused on Equitable Disaster Recovery, 
Global Migration, Community Economic Development, 
Climate Justice and Energy Democracy. Colette works 
with local communities, national funders and elected offi-
cials in the age of post-Katrina/post-BP disaster recovery. 
She was a lead coordinator for the 2015 Gulf South Rising initiative, a regional focus around 
climate justice and just transition in the South. In addition to developing advocacy initiatives that 
intersect with race, systems of power and ecology, Colette manages GCCLP’s legal services in 
immigration and disaster law. In 2019, Colette was named an Obama Fellow for her work with 
Black and Native communities on the frontline of climate change. In 2018, Colette was award-
ed with an Honorary Doctorate from Kenyon College; in 2016 Colette was named a White 
House Champion of Change for Climate Equity; and in 2015 she was selected as an Echoing 
Green Climate Fellow. Under Colette’s leadership, the Gulf Coast Center for Law & Policy co–
chairs the national Water Equity and Climate Resilient Caucus with  
PolicyLink and anchors the five-state, multi-issue initiative known as Gulf South for a Green New 
Deal.

Colette describes her greatest victory: “The 2015 Gulf South Rising initiative was simultaneously 
the greatest accomplishment and most difficult challenge of my organizing journey. A year-
long, five-state regional effort rooted in the intersecting issues of climate justice had not been 
done before, certainly not in the South. This was a personal and moving turning point, and I 
was up for the challenge. Across the nation for the 2010 U.S. Social Forum in Detroit, hundreds 
of People’s Movement Assemblies (PMAs) took place across the nation, including two held in 
Louisiana and Mississippi earlier that year. What started as a process to inform the layers of 
injustice found in disaster recovery morphed into a regional analysis of the ecological impacts 
of fossil fuel extraction and refining in the U.S.

The Gulf delegation called for equity and justice in disaster recovery, and, in doing so, realized 
the importance of expanding the focus to working for ecological equity and climate justice. 
In the following years, PMAs were held throughout the Gulf region, and the issues and ideas 
brought up in those local gatherings of frontline communities were unified to create the Gulf 
South Rising strategy document. This document served as a guide for the process of seeding a 
Gulf South regional movement in 2015. The 12-month grassroots-led initiative acted as a singu-
lar declaratory beacon to honor the past, present, and future regional reality of the Gulf South 
and to begin a collective struggle toward climate justice in the Gulf South.”

You can view Colette’s TEDTalk about her work and how to cultivate collective resilience, better 
prepare before disaster strikes, and advance human rights for all here: https://www.ted.com/
speakers/colette_pichon_battle. 
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 26TH  
 
8:00 – 9:15: RACE IN ETHICS AND  
PROFESSIONALISM 
CLE CREDIT OFFERED 
Panelists will discuss the regulations  
governing legal ethics: recent changes to  
regulations, as well as how ethics intersect with issues of 
race. 

• Prof. Robert St. Martin Westley 
LOCHEF Professor of Legal Ethics &  
Professional Responsibility at  
Tulane Law School 
New Orleans, LA 

• Lynn Luker, Esq. 
Adjunct Professor, Tulane Law School, J.D., LL.M. 
Admiralty, LL.M., Energy and  
Environmental Law, Tulane Law School  
Stanley, Reuter, Ross,  
Thornton & Alford, LLC 
New Orleans, LA 

• Tracie Washington, MPA, JD, MBA 
Visiting Professor,  
Southern University Law Center 
New Orleans, LA 

• Suzette Bagneris 
Bagneris Law Firm 
New Orleans, LA 

• Rep. Gary M. Carter, Jr. 
Member, Louisiana House of Representatives  

WATCH HERE: https://tulane.zoom.us/j/91752894927 
 
9:30 – 10:45: BUILDING AN EQUITABLE  
COASTAL ECONOMY 
Panelists will explore opportunities for coastal  
communities to build economic resilience alongside legal 
and regulatory constraints. In particular, the panel will 
focus on the off-bottom oyster farming industry. 

• Byron Encalade 
President, Louisiana Oystermen Association 
Pointe à la Hache, LA  

• Dr. Steve Pollock, PhD  
Triple N Oysters 
Grand Isle, LA  

• Brandi Shelley  
Co-Owner and Manager, Shelley Farms  
Belle Chasse, LA  

• Faye Matthews  
Legal Policy Advisor, NWF - Gulf Program 
New Orleans, LA 

• Robin Barnes, Moderator 
Principal, Resilience Resolutions  
New Orleans, LA  

WATCH HERE: https://tulane.zoom.us/j/94427308524 

 
 
 
 
 

11:00 – 12:15: COMMUNITY MOBILIZATION 
WORKSHOP 
CLE CREDIT OFFERED
Panelists will focus on how to develop skills in community 
mobilization and grass-roots organization, led by advo-
cates from New Orleans.
 
• Arthur Johnson 

CEO, Lower 9th Ward Center for  
Sustainable Engagement & Development 
New Orleans, LA 

• Kimberly Terrell, PhD 
Director of Community Outreach 
Tulane Environmental Law Clinic 
New Orleans, LA 

• Anne Rolfes  
Director, Louisiana Bucket Brigade 
New Orleans, LA  

WATCH HERE: https://tulane.zoom.us/j/92007244175 

11:00 – 12:15: RECENT PUBLICATIONS ON  
ENVIRONMENTAL INJUSTICE
CLE CREDIT OFFERED
The experts on this panel have authored works on Hurri-
cane Katrina and other disaster studies, disproportionate 
impacts of energy projects,  
and environmental justice policy planning. Panelists will 
discuss environmental justice, both in terms of how it 
relates to their work and how the  
power of storytelling can be used for social change.  

• Andy Horowitz 
Author, Katrina: A History 1915-2015 
Tulane University Department of History 
New Orleans, LA 

• Oliver Laughland  
Author, Cancer Town Series 
Journalist, The Guardian  
New Orleans, LA  

• Dina Gilio-Whitaker 
Author, As Long as Grass Grows: The  
Indigenous Fight for Environmental Justice from Coloni-
zation to Standing Rock 
Lecturer of American Indian Studies,  
California State University 
San Marcos, CA 

• Myrriah Gomez, Moderator 
Professor & Forthcoming Author, Nuclear Nuevo 
México: Identity, Ethnicity, and  
Resistance in Atomic Third Spaces 
Assistant Professor, University of New Mexico 
Albuquerque, NM

 
WATCH HERE: https://tulane.zoom.us/j/93587100569 
 
2:00 – 3:15: FOOD AND AGRICULTURAL  
JUSTICE  
CLE CREDIT OFFERED
Panelists will focus on the environmental and environ-
mental justice themes present in the food/agricultural in-
dustry, including the lingering effects on law and policy 
of the plantation system and the issue of migrant labor. 

• Marianne Cufone, 
Professor, Loyola University School of Law 
New Orleans, LA 
 

SUMMIT PANELS
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• lauren Ornelas 
Founder, Food Empowerment Project 
Cotati, CA 

• Alfred Brownell,  
Environmental Activist and Lawyer 
2019 Goldman Prize Recipient 
Liberia   

• Sam Pfotenhauer, Moderator 
Attorney 
Brooklyn, NY 

WATCH HERE: https://tulane.zoom.us/j/98266634694
 
2:00 – 3:15: HISTORY OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL 
JUSTICE MOVEMENT 
CLE CREDIT OFFERED  
Panelists will provide overview of the themes and issues 
of environmental justice by focusing on the evolution of 
federal and state environmental policies, as well as how 
environmental justice fits into the social justice movement 
as a whole.
 
• Kimberly Fields 

Policy Professor, University of Virginia 
Charlottesville, VA 

• Ellen Griffith Spears 
American Studies Professor, University of Alabama 
Tuscaloosa, AL 

• Lynn Battle 
Black Belt Citizens for Health and Justice 
Birmingham, AL  

• Michael Brown, Moderator 
Attorney, EarthJustice 
New Orleans, LA    

WATCH HERE: https://tulane.zoom.us/j/98100554218 
 
5:00 pm - 6:15: KEYNOTE 
CLE CREDIT OFFERED
A discussion on disaster relief legal services in the Gulf 
South in a post-Katrina era. Colette will be  
focusing on racial disparities in climate change, as well 
as on how legal relief from natural disasters has changed 
over the past decade and its relation to equitable climate 
change recovery, focusing on racial and cultural barriers 
in the legal process.
 
• Colette Pichon Battle, Esq. 

Director, Gulf Coast Center for Law & Policy 
Slidell, LA

 
WATCH HERE: https://tulane.zoom.us/j/92234862678
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27TH  
 
9:30 – 10:45: CLEAN ENERGY AND JUST  
TRANSITIONS  
Panelists will discuss clean energy programs and how to 
avoid “greenwashing,” as well as explore how the “just 
transition” framework can build economic and political 
power to shift from an extractive economy to a regen-
erative economy. 

• Rachel Stevens  
Staff Attorney and Professor,  
Vermont School of Law Environmental  
Advocacy Clinic, Environmental Justice Clinic 
South Royalton, VT  

• Patricia Rubio 
Another Gulf is Possible  
Rio Grande Valley 

• Brent Newman 
Senior Director, Audubon Louisiana  
New Orleans, LA 

WATCH HERE: https://tulane.zoom.us/j/95131479127
 
9:30 – 10:45: NEW DEALS, NEW  
ECONOMICS 
CLE CREDIT OFFERED
Panelists will lead a discussion of the sustainable energy 
transition on both the local and national level. From 
the Tribal roots of the Green New Deal to the market 
forces currently in play, the panelists will discuss how 
the energy transition is taking shape through both policy 
and law. 

• Chase Iron Eyes 
Lead Counsel, Lakota People’s Law Project 
Santa Cruz, CA 

• Logan Burke 
Alliance for Affordable Energy 
New Orleans, LA 

• Robert Verchick 
Louisiana Climate Initiatives Task Force 
New Orleans, LA  

• Mark Davis, Moderator 
Eugenie Schwartz Professor of River and Coastal  
Studies 
Director, Tulane ByWater Institute, Tulane Institute on 
Water Resources Law and Policy, Tulane Center for 
Environmental Law 
Tulane University 
New Orleans, LA  

WATCH HERE: https://tulane.zoom.us/j/93830638948 

11:00 – 12:15: DISPARATE IMPACTS: COVID-19 
AND ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE  
CLE CREDIT OFFERED
COVID-19 has affected national and local  
environmental protections, with particular impact on the 
EPA rollbacks. Like the virus itself, the  
effects of these rollbacks will inevitably  
disproportionately affect marginalized  
communities. 

• Linda Villarosa 

SUMMIT PANELS
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Author/Journalist, New York Times 
New York, NY 

• Charles Miller, PhD 
Professor and Interim Chair, Environmental Health Sci-
ences Department 
Tulane University School of Public Health and Tropical 
Medicine 

• Joe Womack  
Activist, Bridge the Gulf 
Los Angeles, CA  

• Denise Jauregui 
Los Angeles, CA 

 
WATCH HERE: https://tulane.zoom.us/j/97741417427 

11:00 – 12:15: HISTORIC WHITEWASHING,  
CRIMINALIZATION AND STIGMATIZATION:  
LINKING GLOBAL STRUGGLES WITH THE US  
ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE MOVEMENTS 
This conversation will examine the environmental move-
ment in the context of the frontline defenders and the 
violence, criminalization, and stigmatization they face 
from opposing forces. It will further discuss the issue of 
whitewashing in the environmental  
movement, ultimately placing the American  
environmental movement within the context of our global 
society.

• Alfred Brownell 
2019 Goldman Prize Recipient 
Environmental Activist and Lawyer 
Liberia 

WATCH HERE: https://tulane.zoom.us/j/91768740548 

3:00 – 3:15: CHANGES IN ENVIRONMENTAL 
REGULATION: 2020 – 2021  
CLE CREDIT OFFERED
Panelists offer an informational session with  
multiple perspectives on updates to the “heavy-lifting 
statutes” and theories of environmentalism, such as 
National Endangered Protection Act, Clean Air Act, and 
the Clean Water Act. Panelists will also discuss develop-
ments spurred by the recent change in the executive 
office. 
 
• Tim Hardy 

Professor, Loyola University School of Law 
New Orleans, LA 

• Stephen Schima  
Senior Legislative Counsel, EarthJustice 
Washington D.C. 

• Monica Goldberg 
Senior Director, Ocean Policy, 
Environmental Defense Fund 
Washington, D.C.  

• Adam Babich, Moderator  
Professor, Tulane Law School 
Fellow, American College of Environmental Lawyers  
New Orleans, LA

 
WATCH HERE: https://tulane.zoom.us/j/96536064348 
 
2:00 – 3:15: PRISON INDUSTRIAL COMPLEXES  
CLE CREDIT OFFERED
Panelists focus on a recent case that opposed the Bureau 

of Prisons’ construction of a new prison over a former 
coal mine. A conversation will follow with two formerly 
incarcerated individuals on their experiences with prison 
siting, environmental conditions, and re-entry.
 
• Emily Posner 

Attorney 
New Orleans, LA 

• Warren Palmer 
Herbalist, Gardener, Advocate 
New Orleans, LA 
 

• Connor Stevens 
Former Plaintiff, Advocate  
New Orleans, LA 

 
WATCH HERE: https://tulane.zoom.us/j/92178880268

3:30 – 4:45: LOUISIANA: A CASE STUDY  
CLE CREDIT OFFERED
Panelists offer an informational session with  
multiple perspectives on updates to the “heavy-lifting 
statutes” and theories of environmentalism, such as Na-
tional Endangered Protection Act, Clean Air Act, and the 
Clean Water Act.  
Panelists will also discuss developments spurred by the 
recent change in the executive office.  

• Anne Rolfes,  
Louisiana Bucket Brigade  
New Orleans, LA  

• Sharon Lavigne 
Environmental Justice Activist 
Founder, RISE St. James 

• Corinne Van Dalen 
Attorney, EarthJustice 
New Orleans, LA 

• Lisa Jordan, Moderator  
Director, Tulane Environmental Law Clinic 
New Orleans, LA 

WATCH HERE: https://tulane.zoom.us/j/94987399939 

3:30 – 4:45: ENVIRONMENTAL AND CLIMATE 
DISPLACEMENT 
CLE CREDIT OFFERED
Panelists tell the stories of climate displaced  
individuals and their communities: why they were sacri-
ficed, community responses, as well as legal and policy 
solutions to prevent similar tragedies in the future. 
 
• Shelby D. Green 

Professor of Law, Pace Law School 
White Plains, NY 

• Maxine A. Burkett 
Professor, William S. Richardson School  
of Law  
Hawaii 

• Lauren Nishimura  
Attorney 
Doctoral Candidate, University of Oxford, England 

• Chris Dalbom, Moderator 
Senior Research Fellow, Assistant Director, Tulane  
Institute on Water Resources Law and Policy 
New Orleans, LA 

WATCH HERE: https://tulane.zoom.us/j/94934263752
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STORIES OF SUCCESS FROM THE TULANE  
ENVIRONMENTAL LAW CLINIC
Judge delays plant permit after Tulane law student’s  
argument for environmental justice

The hearing on a motion about a plastic 
plant’s air quality permit in St. James 
Parish was expected to be procedural. 
Instead, a student-attorney from Tulane 
Law persuaded a judge that more review 
of the plant’s permit was in order on the 
basis of environmental justice.

The case involving the proposed $9.4 bil-
lion Formosa Plastics Plant highlights the 
delicate balance between environmental 
justice for a predominantly black commu-
nity persistently affected by its industrial 
neighbors and a massive project that 
could create 1,200 jobs in the region.

But in the stunning ruling, Nineteenth 
Judicial District Judge Trudy White sided 
with the Tulane Environmental Law Clinic 
and student-attorney Julie Schwartzwald 

(L’21), who made a passionate argument 
for a client  who lives in a neighborhood 
flanked by a growing number of petro-
chemical plants.

“I learned so much, from my colleagues, 
from Professor Jordan, from the other 
clinic professors. I learned a ton from 
mooting the case, and I got some really 
high-quality feedback that will stay with 
me moving forward.”

Student-Attorney Julie Schwartzwald
The court agreed with the Clinic’s cli-
ent that the Louisiana Department of 
Environmental Quality  (LDEQ)  did not 
consider sufficient evidence in its environ-
mental justice analysis of requested air 
permits for the  plant. The judge, from the 
bench, acknowledged that “environmen-

Third-year law student Julie Schwartzwald (right) and Tulane Environmental Law Clinic Director Lisa Jordan, after 
making arguments in a case involving the Formosa Plastics Plant in St. James Parish.
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tal racism exists” and operates through 
the state’s institutions, including through 
“personnel, policies, practices, structures, 
and history,” according to the ruling.

“At first, I wasn’t certain that the judge 
was ruling in our favor,” said Schwartz-
wald, who had spent countless weeks 
with Clinic Director Lisa Jordan and other 
clinic professors preparing for the case. 
“But as she spoke, I realized that the 
judge was taking a very, very powerful 
step in the right direction for our client.”

LDEQ had issued air quality permits for 
the proposed plant but used outdated 
data on the health risks that nearby com-
munities already face from existing pol-
lution, Schwartzwald argued during the 
hearing.  Using updated data was more 
prudent, particularly because the newer 
data reflects much higher existing risks of 
cancer, she said.

Judge White agreed and ordered the 
state to re-do its environmental justice 
analysis taking into consideration addi-
tional evidence and neighborhood input.

Jordan said Schwartzwald’s top notch 
representation of her client highlights the 
value of clinics to both clients and stu-
dents while demonstrating that it requires 
commitment.

 “For a semester Julie worked collabora-
tively with a fellow student attorney, Tasia 
Kastanek (L’21)  and received constant, 
detailed direction from several supervis-
ing attorneys, practiced her argument 
before the class, and put in the significant 
individual time to craft this motion and 
the oral argument that followed,” Jordan 
said. “That process, combined with Julie’s 
natural talent and legal acumen, resulted 

in a compelling effort. Equally important 
was knowing what mattered to the client 
and keeping that as the central focus.  
I’m particularly pleased that our client 
and other community members were 
there to hear Julie’s argument and the 
court’s affirmation that their environmen-
tal justice concerns were valid.”

Working at the clinic has been extremely 
rewarding because it has allowed me 
apply what I learn in class,” student-attor-
ney Kastanek said. “It was wonderful to 
be able to collaborate with Julie on court 
filings and learn from her great speaking 
skills. Clinic has also taught me that you 
might think a motion will have a small 
impact but any ruling can change the 
course of a case.”

Schwartzwald would like to work in 
environmental law after graduation. Her 
clinic experience is the “highlight” of her 
law school career, she said.

“I learned so much, from my colleagues, 
from Professor Jordan, from the other 
clinic professors,” she said. “I learned 
a ton from mooting the case, and I got 
some really high-quality feedback that 
will stay with me moving forward.”

And because of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Schwartzwald got a little something extra 
out of the experience.

“My parents were able to be there and 
see me make this argument,” she said. “I 
think they were impressed and proud. It 
was that capstone moment in law school 
– and I could share it with them, too.” 
 
This article was written by Alina Hernandez 
and originally published on December 06, 
2020. 
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STORIES OF SUCCESS FROM THE TULANE  
ENVIRONMENTAL LAW CLINIC

The Tulane Environmental Law Clinic’s staff 
scientist, who has been among the leading 
researchers connecting elevated COVID-19 
death rates to air pollution, particularly in 
communities of color, testifed this summer 
before the U.S. House of Representatives.

Kimberly Terrell (BS, BA ’05), a PhD scientist 
with the law school’s legal clinic, testified be-
fore the Subcommittee on the Environment, 
part of the House’s Committee on Oversight 
and Reform.

The testimony was part of a briefing on 
“Plastic Production, Pollution and Waste in 
the Time of COVID-19.” Terrell presented her 
research, which earlier this year found a cor-
relation between elevated COVID-19 death 
rates and air pollution in Louisiana’s River 
Parishes, an area dubbed “Cancer Alley,” 
which also disproportionately impacts com-
munities of color. She also spoke about the 
ongoing work of the Tulane Law clinic with 
residents of St. James and St. John’s parish-
es over the years to help them keep their air 
clean in a heavily industrial area.

Read her full statement here. 

Terrell’s testimony focused on the urgent 
need to reduce air pollution in industrialized 
communities, expand air quality monitoring, 
and recognize exposure to harmful air pol-
lutants as a risk factor for COVID-19. 

“Many of our clients have been concerned 
about their air quality for decades,” Terrell 

said. “COVID-19 brings a new sense of ur-
gency to these concerns, given the mountain 
of scientific evidence that links air pollution 
with greater susceptibility to viruses that at-
tack the lungs.”

In her testimony, Terrell said that many stud-
ies have linked long-term exposure to air 
pollution with not only respiratory infections, 
but also many of the same health problems 
like asthma and COPD that increase risk of 
death from COVID-19.  In Louisiana, most of 
the parishes with the highest per capita CO-
VID-19 death rates are in “Cancer Alley”, 
a heavily industrialized stretch along the 
Mississippi River, and African American com-
munities carrying the burden of air pollutants 
that can cause respiratory disease and im-
mune suppression and COVID-19 deaths.

Terrell also pointed out that a nationwide 
network of air monitors that EPA relies upon 
to ensure air quality is inadequate to protect 
public health because most of these moni-
tors are located outside areas with the most 
severe air pollution.  She explained how 
industrial emissions are increasing in Loui-
siana and how the state’s Department of 
Environmental Quality has worked to reduce 
such monitoring near the most heavily indus-
trialized communities.

“In Louisiana, the DEQ has sought to sys-
temically reduce [air quality] monitoring, 
while at the same time permitting massive 
increases in emissions, particularly in the 
Lake Charles Metropolitan Statistical Area 

Tulane law clinic scientist testifies before U.S. House  
panel on impact of air pollution
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(MSA),” Terrell’s prepared statement reads. 
“This area includes Mossville, a community 
with a rich African American heritage that 
has been overburdened – to the point of op-
pression – by industrial pollution.”

Terrell’s important research has drawn signif-
icant interest nationally. Earlier in the year, 
working on behalf of clinic client Concerned 
Citizens of St. John, Terrell mapped long-
term pollution data from atmospheric scien-
tists at Dalhousie University, the most recent 
COVID-19 data from the Louisiana Depart-
ment of Health, and parish-level health data 
(obesity and diabetes rates) from the Cen-
ters for Disease Control. 

Her findings: Most of the parishes with the 
highest per capita COVID-19 death rates 
in Louisiana are clustered in the industrial 
corridor from Baton Rouge to New Orleans, 
where long-term pollution levels are well 
above the national average. Equally con-
cerning, her study confirms that both air pol-
lution and COVID-19 are disproportionately 

harming black communities in Louisiana.

Terrell has been adding to her research 
this summer and has been widely quoted in 
publications across the state and the nation, 
including in Wired magazine and Sierra, 
the national magazine of the Sierra Club, as 
well as NBC news. 

Her full study is currently under peer-review 
and is expected to be published later this 
year. Her testimony also represents the work 
by Tulane Center of Environmental Law 
students and interns who aided her in the 
research. 
 
This article was written by Alina Hernandez and 
originally published on July, 06, 2020.  
 
Click here to read Terrell’s full statement. 

Tulane Environmental Law Clinic staff scientist Kimberly Terrell has been studying the relationship between COVID-19 
and air pollution in the River Parishes. The law clinic has represented the residents of St. James Parish, who have long 
complained of the health impacts of air pollution in their communities. From left to right, is Terrell, Environmental Law 
Clinic Director Lisa Jordan, and St. James residents Pastor Harry Joseph, Eve Butler and Sharon Lavigne. Far right is 

Anne Rolfes, Director of the Louisiana Bucket Brigade.  
(Courtesy photo)
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https://law.tulane.edu/sites/law.tulane.edu/files/Terrell%20Written%20Statement%20FINAL%207-7-20.pdf



